
Safety features—Good or bad? 

 

Are the various safety features in modern cars really helpful, or are they a hindrance to 

good driving? I asked that question and several others to a group of about 60 people 

including some law enforcement officers. Their answers were quite interesting. Here is 

the break down. The overwhelming majority thought the various features were useful and 

would like them. Most respondents believed that many shortcomings in using these 

features were not due to the features themselves, but due to driver complacency and over 

dependence.  

 

I asked how helpful back up cameras are. Most people felt the cameras are useful and if 

their particular car didn’t have the cameras, they would consider them for the next car. 

One respondent noted that the cameras will be mandated in all model year 2016 cars 

thanks to a new rule by the NHTSA. A police officer noted that the back up camera is a 

great idea in a police cruiser as they frequently have to make quick turn around. He added 

that they would be a great assist to the officer in getting to calls safely. Another 

respondent noted that while the cameras are helpful they can also be a hindrance.  

 

“I was in an auto radio store a couple weeks ago and a 16 year-old comes in and goes, 

‘my back up camera doesn’t work, I can’t see anything backing up.’” He said. 

 

That was a fine example of over dependency. 

 

Steering wheels that vibrate to let the driver know he has strayed from his lane without 

signaling was another feature I brought up. Again, most respondents were in favor with 

the caveat that the driver should always be alert and not depend on the car too much. It 

was noted that while the feature might rouse a drowsy driver, it might be better if the 

driver just pulled off the road somewhere and got some sleep. One police officer said this 

is a good idea, saying, “Any driving measure to provide safety is worth it.” 

 

The Merecedes-Benz Active Steering Assist receive kudos from one person, who said,” 

Mercedes-Benz Active Steering Assist will vibrate the steering wheel if lane drifting is 

detected, plus it will actively brake one side of the vehicle to bring you back into your 

lane. This one-sided braking is less intrusive than other manufacturers’ solutions which 

disconcertingly steer the wheel while it’s in your hands.” 

 

Lights in the sideview mirrors to indicate when someone is in the blind spot were 

appreciated by most. One driver said the feature had saved him from several accidents. 

Others pointed out that these indicators were not a bad idea, but only if the mirrors are 

properly set. The police officers were in favor of this, but said it could be a distraction for 

some drivers. 

 

GPS also received high marks, but again there were comments about people relying on it 

too much. The other issue with GPS was that it had to be updated frequently, as things 

change.  



One man said, “I have found several times where the GPS unit gave incorrect routes, 

tried to turn me on to roads that were private driveways, etc.” 

 

Over 75 per cent of those polled were in favor of Mercedes Benz Active Cruise Control 

or Distronic +. This feature slows the car down if it gets too close to the car ahead of it. 

One respondent said, “D+ provides piece of mind when on a long trip, or even a short trip 

to a friend’s house. Since there are so many other distractions in cars, this is a major help 

to keeping occupants and other road users safe.” 

 

Others noted that there are times and places such as in cities when a driver needs to be 

close to the car in front. Another noted that, “We can unlearn how to drive. ‘I can drive a 

fast as I want because my car will slow me down in time.’ We can’t lose control of the 

machines we’re piloting.” 

 

Again, the problems were not with the technology, but with driver over dependency and 

complacency. But even that was subject to debate. One respondent said, “I think safety 

features leading to drivers becoming too dependent is largely a myth. We have airbags, 

abs, crumple zones, collapsing steering columns and shoulder/lap seatbelts, and drivers 

haven’t become too dependent on those things which have made our roads safer.” 

While another disagreed, saying that drivers were absolutely dependent “No longer do 

drivers turn their heads to back up, know where they’re going before they set their GPS 

coordinates. We need to be active drivers with active brains.”  

 

Another was more middle of the road. “These features may help you out, but you still 

have to be aware of your surroundings. I think they will help you out, make you a better 

driver, or a little better than others and they definitely are a safety factor.” 

 

One law officer said, “I do see some features creating a safer driving experience, but I 

also feel that too many safety features could distract the driver or lull the driver into a 

false sense of security.” 

 

Another concurred, “I do think we can become dependent on things that make our lives 

easier. I don’t think we should let a computer or automatic device drive for us.”  

 

In the future there may be cars which drive themselves. Most people were not in favor of 

this. While it might make commuting quicker and safer, it would take the fun of driving 

away. Others wondered how such a car would handle snow and ice if its sensors are 

covered up. One said, “I have doubts. I really don’t want computers driving for me.” 

 

The bottom line seems to be that while most people are in favor of these safety features, 

they are aware that there is one thing even the engineers at Mercedes Benz can’t do 

anything about, and that is the driver. We as drivers need to be alert at all times and use 

these safety features to help us.  
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