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HISTORIC WITTMOND HOTEL 
& RESTAURANT

166 East Main Street, Brussels, Illinois
Sunday, April 28, 2024, 11:30 am

 Please join us at the Historic Wittmond Hotel & Restaurant 
for a delicious family-style, multi-course meal, consisting of 
a first course of coleslaw, apple sauce, pickled beets, corn 
relish, spiced apples, peach marmalade, rolls, and pork sau-
sage. 

The second course consists of fried chicken, roast beef, 
mashed potatoes and gravy, green beans, corn, and chick-
en dumplings. The meal includes coffee, tea, iced tea, or 
soda.  

Dessert (if you still have room for it) and alcoholic drinks 
are available at your expense. NOTE: Cash or check only.  
NO credit cards.   

Those of us who live in Missouri will meet at 10:00 am at 
the Lewis & Clark Boat House and Museum in St. Charles.  
We will be taking the Golden Eagle Ferry across the Mis-
souri River to Calhoun County and wind our way through 
the countryside to the Wittmond Hotel Restaurant in Brus-
sels, Illinois. The Golden Eagle Ferry costs $9 each way, or 
$17 round trip. 

Those of us who live in Illinois can come via the Brussels 
Ferry (no cost for the Brussels Ferry).  The cost for this 
fantastic dinner is $36 
per person, which 
includes tax and tip. 
Please RSPV to Jan 
Lupardus at jlupar-
dus@charter.net. Mail 
your check, made out 
to “MBCA, St. Louis 
Gateway Section”, 
to Rick Siefert, 846 
Nardin Drive, Ches-
terfield, MO 63017, 
no later than April 24, 
2024.

ED & TINA KNOLL’S FARM
Fults/Maeystown, Illinois | Sun., May 19th

ST. LOUIS EUROPEAN AUTO SHOW
MINI of St. Louis | Sun., June 9th 

UPCOMING EVENTS PG. 3
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HELLO FRIENDS!

The fun continues for St. Louis Gateway 
Section members, as they once again 
gathered to attend our past three enjoy-
able events !  Our New Year’s Brunch was 
a repeat performance of last year’s, at Ad-
die’s Restaurant, with rave reviews from 
all attendees.  In February we had the 
unique opportunity to visit the wonderful 

St. Louis Art Museum and have lunch together in the mu-
seum’s Panorama Restaurant.  And, our March event was 
the always popular Annual Member Appreciation Recep-
tion.   Plaza’s GM, Daniel Branca, definitely stepped up to 
the plate once again and hosted this one for us.

On a personal note, I recently purchased a beautiful 2012 
SLS AMG and am now a member of the infamous Gull-
wing Group (GWG).  This club has been around a long time 
and has a great group of fun-loving, interesting and down-
to-earth members – very similar to the St. Louis Gateway 
Section !  Fellow SLGS and GWG member, Ed Knoll and I, 
along with 50 other GWG members, recently attended the 
brand new Concours and RM Sotheby’s auction event in 
Coral Gables, Florida, called ModaMiami.  Stay tuned for 
more information and pics on what will now be an annual 
event.

Recognize this couple? They 
have been in our club almost 30 
years and he has been our Sec-
tion President over the years, 
certainly more than once!

I want to shout out a personal 
THANK YOU to our many news-
letter advertisers.  It is these 

companies/individuals that financially support our Section.  
PLEASE consider using one of the many businesses 
that advertise in our newsletter.  They all receive my per-
sonal sign-of-approval.
  
Gute Fahrt Liebe Freunde  (Have a Good Trip Dear Friends!)

Rick Siefert
President
St Louis Gateway Section

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
HELLO ST. LOUIS GATEWAY SECTION MEMBERS!

2023 MBCA SAINT LOUIS 
GATEWAY SECTION 
Officers & Board Members

SECTION OFFICERS:

President Rick Siefert
rick.siefert@att.net | 314.435.1903

Vice President Frank Perry
frankperry401@msn.com | 314.839.4862

Secretary Luella Perry
brsholan@yahoo.com | 314.839.4862

Treasurer Dana Faerber
ronfaerber@sbcglobal.net | 314.434.4269

BOARD MEMBERS:

Patti Siefert
patti.siefert@att.net | 314.378.0432

Jan Lupardus
jlupardus@charter.net | 619.851.3422

Jonathan Leggs 
(Webmaster and Membership Chair)
jleggs@gmail.com | 314.809.3763
http://stlgateway.mbca.org 
(SLGS website)

Newsletter Editor, OPEN

Alicia Monfrinotti
monfriusa@charter.net | 314.369.8474 

Brenda Donovan
bdonovan500@gmail.com
314.504.3033

John Donovan
John.f.donovan@boeing.com
618.741.2409

Central Region Director
Ken Koehler
skkoehler@att.net | 317.919.4601

Click Here

For FB or Website Access

https://www.mbca.org/section/st-louis-gateway
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A NOT-TO-BE-MISSED TRIP TO ED & TINA KNOLL’S FARM!
Fults/Maeystown, Illinois | Sunday, May 19th 

   On Sunday, May 19th, SLGS members, Ed and Tina Knoll, will be hosting an Event for us to 
Not-Be-Missed.  They have invited us to visit the Farm that they own with their sons, Fritz and 
Alex, also members of our Club.  The address for the Farm is 3524 Hern Drive, Fults, Illinois and is 
located between Fults and Maeystown, Illinois.

Located on the Farm is a restored 1900 New York Central wooden caboose that is actually livable, 
with AC, heat, kitchen, shower, etc.  There is also a fishing lake and a shooting range.  And….to 
top things off, Fritz has a retired German Anti-Tank helicopter.  It is a Red Bull twin-engine Mess-
erschmidt Bolkow Blohm BO-105 P1M, which actually carried six missiles.  

The Knolls will be providing attendees with a lunch and for those interested, rides with Fritz in his 
helicopter!  Arrival time will be mid to late morning, but specific further details will be included in 
upcoming email blasts, as we get closer to the event.

Cost is $18/person and checks, made out to: “MBCA, St. Louis Gateway Section”, are to be 
mailed to Ed Knoll at 11 Lindworth Lane, Ladue, MO 63124.  RSVP NOW to Ed at 314-749-
2105 or eknoll@acidpiping.com.

UPCOMING EVENTS

ST. LOUIS EUROPEAN AUTO SHOW
MINI of St. Louis | Sunday, June 9th

The St. Louis European Auto Show is an annual event that features European marques, cars, and 
trucks built in Europe.  All proceeds raised go to a charity in the St. Louis area.  The St. Louis Arc 
has been the charitable partner since 2016 and is a nonprofit United Way agency that provides 
support and services to more than 4,000 adults and children with intellectual and developmental 
disabilities, and their families, throughout the St. Louis area.

Vehicles on display include Ferrari, Audi, Lotus, BMW, Mercedes, MG, Bugatti, Porsche, Lam-
borghini, Ducati, and many more.  This free event has been a St. Louis tradition since 1987 and 
occurs each year.  Located at Mini of St. Louis at 40 Sunnen Drive, St. Louis MO, the event is from 
11:00 AM – 2:00 PM. 

Our St. Louis Gateway Section will once again have its tent set up and would certainly enjoy hav-
ing you join us with your Mercedes-Benz, whether new or old.  Bring it and join the fun !

Early registration is $30 and tickets are available at:  eventbrite.com/e/2024-st-louis-europe-
an-auto-show-hosted-at-mini-of-st-louis-tickets-358597042407

Please let Rick know that you are planning to join us at: rick.siefert@att.net or 314-435-1903.
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NEW YEAR’S BRUNCH
Sunday, January 14th | Addie’s Restaurant, Chesterfield

 The St. Louis Gateway Section’s annual New Year’s Brunch at Addie’s Thai House in Ches-
terfield was a delightful gathering that brought together our club members once again to kick 
off the year in style.  The event was marked by a warm ambiance and a delectable spread of 
both traditional brunch and Thai cuisine, creating the perfect backdrop for reconnecting with 
familiar faces and extending a warm welcome to long-time members rejoining the fold.  The 
atmosphere was filled with shared stories, laughter, and a sense of camaraderie that reflects 
the tight-knit community of the MBCA’s St. Louis Gateway Section.  It was truly a memorable 
occasion that celebrated both the passion for automobiles and the enduring friendships within 
the Mercedes-Benz enthusiast community.
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ST. LOUIS ART MUSEUM VISIT AND LUNCH
Saturday, February 10th  

On Saturday, February 10th, thirty fortunate St. Louis Gateway Section members were privy 
to a very unique presentation by Judith Walker Mann, St. Louis Art Museum’s Senior Curator.  
Judy provided us with a stellar explanation of the “behind the curtain” insights involved in the 
preparation of major international art shows at the museum, from its beginning to its conclusion.  

After the presentation, we all enjoyed a delicious lunch in the Museum’s beautiful Panorama 
restaurant.

Thanks are extended to our host, Lee Naas.  And SLGS member, Rudy Beck, summed it up best 
when he said, “It was a wonderful event!  I discovered several things: 1) new friends, 2) how 
incredibly complex the process is for creating a show of an artist or genre of art, and 3) a great 
new place to have lunch or dinner.” 
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d/b/a in California as Marsh & McLennan Insurance Agency LLC; CA Insurance Lic: 0H18131. 
Copyright © 2024 Marsh & McLennan Agency LLC. All rights reserved. MarshMMA.com

Your future 
demands 
no limits.
See how we can help you thrive at MarshMMA.com

Business Insurance | Employee Health & Benefits  
Private Client Services | Retirement Services

Kevin Guss | 314-594-2717 
VP & Practice Leader–Private Client Benefit Services     
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MEMBER APPRECIATION RECEPTION
Saturday, March 23rd | Plaza Mercedes-Benz

Plaza’s General Manager, Daniel Branca, certainly “stepped up to the plate” once again as he 
and the dealership hosted our always popular Annual Member Appreciation Reception.  The 
dealership had a wonderful selection of a multitude of delicious foods and snacks, along with 
water and soda.  And….members, Gary & Gail Griffin graciously provided us with exceptional 
red and white wines! 

Many of our members took advantage of the opportunity to purchase official MBCA name-badg-
es for only $12!

Rick provided details on our upcoming events and five of our lucky members (Jonathan Fine, 
Steve Scissors, John Lamberg, Pat White, and Lyn Feuerbacher) had winning tickets in our 
drawing for gift cards to various restaurants in the St. Louis area.
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RETURN TO WEST BADEN RESORT IN FRENCH LICK 
FOR 2024 CENTRAL REGIONAL EVENT

AUGUST 1ST - AUGUST 4TH

With great enthusiasm, I would like to invite all Central Region 
Members, other MBCA members and guests to a spectacular event 
at one of the premier resorts in the Midwest.  The newly restored 
West Baden Resort is the unofficial 8th Wonder of the World.  With its 
domed atrium, classically styled rooms and gourmet restaurants it is 
an event you won’t want to miss.

While the weekend schedule is still being finalized, besides your 
magnificent resort, there is much for you to do in the quaint Indiana 
towns of French Lick and West Baden.   Events under consideration 
include resort tours, a visit to the casino, a Branson style dinner musi-
cal show, winery visits, a historic mill, a custom gem store and work-
shop and of course fabulous restaurants. 

 
Our weekend will conclude Saturday night with a banquet at one of the resort’s gourmet restau-
rants.  Your premium buffet will include starters; entrees to include Honey Lemon Brined French 
Cut Chicken, Whole Grain Mustard Crab Cakes, and Sliced Beef Tenderloin; and desserts of 
Assorted Mini Cheesecakes and Chocolate Cake.  A veritable feast!

If this sounds like fun to you, please make your reservations now.  We have a block of outside 
view rooms reserved for a discounted rate.  Make your reservations directly through the resort 
at 1-844-241-6361.  To get our discounted rate be sure to give the group code 0824MBC when 
making your reservation.  Room rates and banquet costs are outlined below.

GROUP ROOM RATES  (Cut-off for group discount July 1st)
Outside view: Thursday  $199  Friday and Saturday  $269                                                                                   
Balcony Upgrade (if available): Thursday  $245  Friday and Saturday  $345
Room rates are subject to 13% total Occupancy tax (7% Indiana, 4% Occupancy, 
2% Historic taxes)                 
Banquet cost $100/person  (to be mailed to RD by June 30)

I am sensitive to the fact this is an expensive event.  Should this not be the right time for this 
event, I need to know this.

IN ORDER TO GAUGE THE INTEREST LEVEL FOR THIS EVENT, PLEASE CUT AND PASTE 
THE LINK BELOW AND WRITE YOUR NAME, EMAIL ADDRESS, SECTION AND INTEREST 
LEVEL.  PLEASE RESPOND BY SATURDAY, APRIL 13TH SO I KNOW WHETHER TO PRO-
CEED WITH PLANS TO FINALIZE THE REGIONAL EVENT.

https://forms.gle/Gq2UMUuwNuRSbbXR6

Thanks –

Ken Koehler
Central Regional Director
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Plaza Motors Company  
11830 Olive Boulevard | Creve Coeur, MO 63141

(314) 266-5469 | PlazaMercedesBenz.com

A masterpiece of intelligence.
You don’t measure a car’s efficiency just at the gas pump. It’s also something you feel 
in its confident agility. How it moves into traffic, or negotiates a surprise. It’s how an 
E-Class always feels right for the times, and in the moment.
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JDS Development Group and Mercedes-Benz are 
shaking up Miami with the launch of their new endeav-
or, “Mercedes-Benz Places.”  This groundbreaking 
67-story skyscraper, blending residential spaces with 
mixed-use areas, is set to revolutionize Brickell’s sky-
line.  It’s Mercedes-Benz’s debut in the U.S. real es-
tate scene, presenting a colossal structure that spans 
over 2.5 million square feet—making it one of Florida’s 
most massive construction projects.  Themed around 
“Timeless Design, Inspired by Miami,” it promises a 
new standard for city living.

Situated at 1 Southside Park in Brickell, the tower will 
house 791 exclusive Mercedes-Benz residences, from cozy studios to expansive 3-bedroom 
condos.  Residents are promised stunning vistas of Miami, Biscayne Bay, and the Atlantic, with 
doors set to open in 2027.

Beyond living spaces, the project offers over 130,000 square feet dedicated to amenities and 
hospitality, plus 200,000 square feet for office space, a hotel, retail outlets, and state-of-the-art 
mobility solutions like EV charging and a resident car fleet.

With an eye on revitalizing the Brickell area and turning Southside Park into a green haven, Mer-
cedes-Benz Places in Miami aims to set a new benchmark for sustainable, innovative living in 
the city’s heart.

67-STORY MERCEDES-BENZ PLACES IN MIAMI ANNOUNCED 
AS LUXURIOUS AND VISIONARY TOWER

Source: JDS Development Group; Mercedes-Benz
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Sue and I drove to Amelia Island for the Hagerty-sponsored Cars and Community auto show. It was 
held on the grounds of the Golf Club of Amelia Island at the Ritz Carlton hotel on March 2nd and 3rd. 
There was a large display of over 350 cars of every type and style, spread out over several fairways of 
the golf course.There were quite a few beautiful Mercedes-Benz models on display. Several AMG’s, lots 
of SL’s and even some custom ones like an SEC with gull-wing doors. One thing I thought interesting 
was the young man from Tennessee that buys wrecked AMGs, rescues the motors, and then shoehorns 
them into older sedans. Quite an interesting business model… bringing vintage Mercedes back to life 
with a modern heartbeat.

The new Broad Arrow company was at the Ritz Carlton, having an auction that weekend too. So, we had 
a great time wandering through the staging tent and looking over all of the cars. We had the opportunity 
to meet and talk to Wayne Carini again on Saturday. I say “again” because that guy seems to be every-
where. We saw him both on Saturday and Sunday, and last year at another auto show. We even saw him 
at a Vintage Motorcycle Festival at Barber Motorsports Park a while back. I’m sure he doesn’t know us 
from Adam, but he is a genuinely nice person and will talk to anyone who says hello.

Saturday evening we attended a dinner hosted by the local MBCA Section at the Crab Trap in the small 
town of Fernandina Beach. We met with the current National Vice-President and his wife, Steve and 
Carol Ross. The dinner was attended by about 40 club members from several MBCA Regions. The food 
was great, and so was the opportunity to talk to other Mercedes-Benz fans about our favorite cars.
Sunday’s Concours was more subdued with less cars covering the golf course. The cars were simply 
amazing to look at and talking with their owners was a lot of fun. Everyone was very proud of their cars 
and would talk at length about the history and experiences they had during restoration and ownership.

This was a great event. Sue and I had lots of fun mingling with the many auto enthusiasts during the 
busy weekend of car shows and auctions. I would put it on your bucket list, if it isn’t already on there.

2024 AMELIA ISLAND CONCOURS D’ELEGANCE
March 2nd & 3rd, 2024

By: SLGS Member, Steve Sullivan
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APRIL 28TH (Sunday) Wittmond’s Restaurant, 
Brussels, IL, Drive and Lunch

MAY 19TH (Sunday) The Knoll Farm, 
Lunch, Caboose, Helicopter, etc.

JUNE 9TH
(Sunday) St. Louis European Auto Show

JULY 
Hunter Engineering Museum Tour 

AUGUST Jazz St. Louis 

SEPTEMBER 14TH & 15TH 
(Saturday & Sunday) 
Echo Bluff State Park, overnight 

OCTOBER 20TH (Sunday) Fall Picnic

NOVEMBER 2025 Planning Meeting

DECEMBER 8TH (Sunday)
Holiday Party, Greenbriar Hills Country Club 

JANUARY (Sunday) New Year’s Brunch

450 SL, 1980. Silver w/ gray interior.  Only 74K 
miles.  Very nice condition and well-maintained.  
Includes hard top, cover, and rolling cart.  $19,900 
OBO.  Donna Hasty at dmhasty212@gmail.com 
or 314-435-4223.  You can also contact Rick, 
who has viewed the car and has photos that can 
be forwarded.

CLK 500 Cabriolet, 2005.  Black w/ stone interior.  
68K miles.  17” AMG wheels, 8-way power heat-
ed seats, premium Harman Kardon sound, Auto 
climate controls, Bi-xenon headlights.  Owned 
since new by long-time member and Past Sec-
tion President, Steve Jacquemin.  Clean CarFax 
and all service records.  $11,900.   Contact Rick 
Siefert (rick.siefert@att.net) for further infor-
mation and pics.

220A Cabriolet, 1952. “Butterflies and Roses,” is 
a captivating Art Car from the ambitious “Earthly 
Paradise” series by renowned artist Hiro Yamaga-
ta.  $269,500.  
280SE Cabriolet, 1969.  DB180 Silver over blue 
leather, matching numbers. An outstanding ex-
ample of this perennial classic Mercedes-Benz. 
$169,500.
280SL 1969.  Weiss Grau over Dark Brown leath-
er, 4 speed and AC. An exquisite fully restored 
SL. $195,000. Shawn Dougan (Hyman LTD) at 
shawn@hymanltd.com.

2006-2016 SLK Floor Mats (MB PN is BQ 668 
070 0), $95 & Complete 11K mile Instrument 
Cluster, $75.  Neal Lang at 314-808-1828 or ne-
allang@icloud.com.

Audrey Biby has 2 SL’s FOR SALE – a 1996 SL500, 
110K miles,   $6900 OBO, & a 1982 380SL, 106K 
miles, $2900 OBO. Contact Rick Siefert (rick.
siefert@att.net) for further information and 
pics.

FREE CLASSIFIED ADS TO
ST. LOUIS GATEWAY SECTION MEMBERS

If you would like to place an
 advertisement, please  mail or e-mail 

it by the 15th of the month to:
Rick Siefert  -  rick.siefert@att.net

846 Nardin Drive
Chesterfield, Missouri 63017

CARS AND PARTS FOR SALE2024 SLGS EVENTS & ACTIVITIES
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 The 2025 Mercedes-AMG E53 4Matic sedan will come 
in plug-in-hybrid form, with substantial electric range. 
It’s expected in the U.S. in late 2024. 

This beautiful sedan will have, a 3.0-liter twin-turbo 
six-cylinder engine and electric motor that produces 
576 horsepower.  A sizable 21.2-kWh battery targets 
62 miles of EV range, but that’s under the generous 
European WLTP.  Optional Dynamic Plus package 
adds more performance and upgraded brakes to this 
new member of the E-Class family.

We have grown used to the idea of cars getting more 
powerful over successive generations, but electrifica-
tion has dramatically increased this trend.  The last 

Mercedes AMG E53 sedan in the U.S. boasted an entirely respectable 429 horsepower from its 
turbocharged six-cylinder engine. The new 2025 version will use a plug-in-hybrid powertrain to 
give a significantly enhanced 576 horsepower—or 603 hp when using the optional Race Start 
mode. Those figures mean the new E53 makes more power than the previous-generation Mer-
cedes AMG E63 S.  This is the sort of inflation we can all get behind. 

2025 MERCEDESAMG E53 HYBRID 4MATIC
OFFERS UP TO 603 HP!
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PLEASE WELCOME OUR NEW MEMBERS
Since the last publication of the Gateway News, we are proud to announce 

and WELCOME the following new members:
Roy Evers & Pat White

Bobanne Kalkofen
Steven Heeney 

Sean & Jessica Wheeler

Welcome to the St. Louis Gateway Section of the Mercedes-Benz Club of America. 
We have over 200 memberships within a 200-mile radius of St. Louis.

The success of our Club depends on the participation of the members to our scheduled 
activities. Thank you for joining. We look forward to seeing you at our next event.

Paul Bobby
Mike Dierker

Dana & Ron Faerber
Mike & Lyn Feuerbacher

Ron Gill
Hans Helbling

Gary Knight
Jonathan Leggs
Gregory Lewis

Kris Nocula
Frank Petkovich

John Shaw

Rick & Patti Siefert
Tyronza Snowden II
Sue & Steve Sullivan

Bill & Diane White
Roy Williams III

LOYAL RENEWING MEMBERS

Don’t see your “significant other” listed? Then you may not have entered them as associate members 
with MBCA when you joined. It costs nothing to make them associate members. Simply log on to your 

MBCA account, scroll down to “Associate Member”, click on “Edit”, and enter the name. That’s it.

Thank you for your continued support of our club!

T H E  O F F I C I A L  M E R C E D E S - B E N Z  C L U B  O F  A M E R I C A .  
F O U N D E D  1 9 5 6 .

Membership and online payment is available via 
the MBCA.ORG website or m a i l  t h i s  c o m p l e t e d  
a p p l i c a t i o n  w i t h  a  c h e c k.  

Primary Member Dues (U.S. residents) 
 Lifetime $1500
 2 Years $165
 1 Year $85

Lifetime Canadian & International Member Dues:
 Lifetime: $1600
 1 Year: $95

Primary Member :_______________________________

Associate Member:______________________________

Primary Email Address (Required) 
________________________________________________

Associate Email Address:  
________________________________________________

Mailing Address:________________________________

________________________________________________

City:___________________________  State:___________

ZIP/Country:____________________________________

Phone:_________________________________________

Refered by:_____________________________________

________________________________________________

Signature

SHARE YOUR 
PASSION. 
[YOU ARE NOT ALONE!]

M E M B E R S H I P  A P P L I C A T I O N

T H E  O F F I C I A L  M E R C E D E S - B E N Z  C L U B  O F  A M E R I C A .  
F O U N D E D  1 9 5 6 .

T H E  O F F I C I A L  M E R C E D E S - B E N Z  C L U B  O F  A M E R I C A .  
F O U N D E D  1 9 5 6 .

 Circle what is relevant to you...

My Mercedes-Benz is a:

__________________________________________

___________________________________________

It is my first / second / third Mercedes-Benz.

I: Own/Lease or plan to own/lease

I am a Mercedes-Benz owner / collector / 

enthusiast / driver...

My Mercedes-Benz is:

New / Used / Certified Pre-Owned...

My Mercedes-Benz is via:

Mercedes-Benz Dealership / Independent 

Dealer / Private sale / family 

I found MBCA via:

Referral / Internet / Event / Press

My dream garage includes:

___________________________________________

My favorite car events include:

___________________________________________

My road trip bucket list:

___________________________________________

I am interested in:

Meet-ups / Cars&Coffee / Motorsport / 

Heritage / Technology / Maintenance  

Thank you.

So we can get to 
know each other...
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