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Buffalo Transportation Museum 
Featuring The Thomas Flyer , Winner of the NY to Paris Race 1908 

   Club members arrived on a beautiful warm summer-like day 
at the Buffalo Transportation Museum.  Anticipating new dis-
plays every time we go there, we were not disappointed!   

   John Scheider, one of our members, is a volunteer at the BTM and he arranged for a special tour.  We 
first went through a service door and walked across the lot to be the first to see two new arrivals, fresh 
from the Bonhams Auction.  Both resplendent in red with brilliant brass trim were a Thomas five seat 
tourer, and a 1911 Pierce-Arrow Model 36-UU Touring Car, both built in Buffalo. 

   The featured vehicle in this summer’s display is the original 1908 Thomas Flyer, which won the NY 
to Paris “Great Race” in 1908.  Many stories accompany the car, which John was eager to share with 
the group.  The car itself is indeed the one that made the harrowing trip, as verified by one of the 
original drivers from WNY.  It had been restored to its original glory but it was felt that it should 
rather be the way it looked after the race.  Disney’s crew then took it back to 1908, adding dirt, black 
residue, oil droppings, missing pieces, etc., so that it now is a trip into history! 

   Many other cars, bicycles, and other items previously manufactured in Buffalo at the Pierce company were on display as well.  After 
the museum we took a short ride to the Hofbrau house for a delicious German lunch.  If you didn’t get to join us, take a half day to see 
the unique and valued collection at the BTM.  It’s a great venue for family and those visiting from out of town to see Buffalo’s history. 



 

Questions? Call your Section President (See page 2) or our National Business Office at 
1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org 
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Check out our website: niagara.mbca.org 

“Niagara Section  

Mercedes-Benz Club of America” 

   The MBCA Niagara Section has its own Facebook page.  If you are on Facebook, please click on “like” and 
“follow”  for our page.  If you do, then you will receive notices of events and photos that are posted.  To find our 
page, search:  Mercedes-Benz Club of America-Niagara Section.    

   You might also want to check out Niagara Section on the National MBCA website.  This is not a Facebook 
page but it is available to anyone on the internet.  Besides the National club information, our section will have 
activities listed and brief descriptions of the results of the events.   

Nickel City Star Advertising Rates 

Annual Sponsorship Rates are as follows: 

Full Page ad  $350 

1/2 Page ad space $200 

1/4 Page ad space $125 

Business card  $100 

Submit ad copy and/or graphics to genelong8561@gmail.com (*new*)   

Questions, please email or call 716-912-2902. 

(No inference should be made that the goods and services advertised have the endorsement 
of the Niagara Section or MBCA.)    



 

Questions? Call your Section President (See page 2) or our National Business Office at 
1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org 
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President’s Message        

   The warmth and beauty of a Western New York summer brings joy 
to us all. It’s time to polish our Benzes, enjoy driving them and 
showing them off at the many cruises and car shows throughout this 
summer.  Check for several in our calendar on pages 5,6, and 9.   A 

new addition to our activities was initiated by our VP, Jeff Gaffney, to start “Benz 
and Coffee” similar to the Cars and Coffee events of many clubs. They’ll be held 
on the second Sunday morning of each summer month in Orchard Park at Jeff’s 
Lockmaster business. The address is on the calendar page. We’d love to see you at 
these events.  
   This fall is an election year in our Niagara Section. All officer positions are availa-
ble for your leadership consideration. To nominate someone or express your own 
interest, simply contact our nominations chairman, Bill Fix, at email: 
wllfx@aol.com or phone: (716) 695-6329 or (716) 418-6329. Nominations are 
due at the end of September. Election time is an opportunity to bring new ideas 
and leadership strengths to our active club. I hope you’ll consider stepping up to 
help our section continue to be as successful as it already is!  

New Members 

WELCOME, and thank you for joining us!   
(Current members:  Please remember to renew!) 

Thomas Palmer 
Clarence Center 

Darryl Jones 
Buffalo 



 

Questions? Call your Section President (See page 2) or our National Business Office at 
1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org 
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Our Club      by Bill Fix 



 

Questions? Call your Section President (See page 2) or our National Business Office at 
1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org 
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Wheels and Deals 
Wheels and Deals ads are FREE to all Mercedes-Benz Club Members, $20 for non-members.   

Please note: ads will appear in one issue only, unless specifically requested. Submit ads and requests to Editor or email 
genelong8561@gmail.com 

2023 has already started off with a bang, and there will be a lot more Cruisn’ to do! 

Here’s a list of organized cruises that we, as a club section, plan to attend: 

 Cruisin’ at the Wurlitzer, June 12, 3:30 PM to dusk, Flyer has been emailed.  Niagara Section MBCA 
will be the featured group. 

 Benz and Coffee, June 11, July9, August 13.  See BenzTalk (next page) 

 Niagara Section/Fox Run Car Show, July 19, Fox Run Living Center, Rt,20A Orchard Park 4 PM to 
dusk 

 German Car Show, September 2, Cheektowaga Town Park, info call 716-319-0644 

 Schlachtfest, September 10, Spring Garden, Marilla, arrive by noon for free entry with MB vehicle 

 

 For a complete listing of all cruise events and car shows, check out: 
https://lakeerie.aaca.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/49/2022/03/Clutch-Artists-Event-Calendar.pdf 

https://carcruisefinder.com/new-york-car-shows/events/category/new-york-car-shows/western-ny-car-shows/ 

 

 

Cruisin’ 2023 



 

Questions? Call your Section President (See page 2) or our National Business Office at 
1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org 
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Benz and Coffee 
Summer Sundays 

(Second Sunday of the month) 
2936 Southwestern Blvd., Orchard Park  14127 

 

          If you're looking for something to do on weekends, I have two suggestions for 
your Sunday entertainment.  Both are extra casual and  provide a chance to get to know 
some fellow members while enjoying getting out there in your car.    

    First up is our inaugural "Benz and Coffee".  In the mold of the original "cars and 
coffee" groups, this is just a super-informal monthly opportunity to share a bit of con-
versation before the getting on with the day.  So grab coffee on the way over and bring a 
chair if you think you might hang out for a bit.  For those who don't have other plans to 
get back to, this will provide a convenient jumping off point for a Sunday drive togeth-
er!  Benz and Coffee is the 2nd Sunday of the month from 9 to 11 A.M., meeting at 
2936 Southwestern Blvd., Orchard Park.    

    The second event (what I will be doing after coffee on June 11) is a drive out to Mer-
ritt Estates Winery for their Strawberry Festival.   

https://www.merrittestatewinery.com/strawberry-festival   This is a pleasant 45-60 
minute drive from Orchard Park and is a free event with food, drink and music.  Having 
a classic or interesting car to display will also get us upfront parking, too.   

   Future get-togethers will likely find us going other places, and we are eager and open 
to destination ideas, so throw a lawn chair in the back and stop 
down.  And if you want to cruise together, be at Benz & Coffee 
by 11:00 and follow me on the scenic route of the month.  

   

Jeff Gaffney  

Benz Talk 

716-864-7596  



 

Questions? Call your Section President (See page 2) or our National Business Office at 
1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org 
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Advertisement 

Advertisement 

Advertisement 

(716) 677-4195 
http://www.lockmaster.net/ 

jeff@lockmaster.net 

2936 Southwestern Blvd. 

Orchard Park, NY  14127 

Advertisement 

  

We make keys for Mercedes!  LOCKMASTER 



 

Questions? Call your Section President (See page 2) or our National Business Office at 
1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org 
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Advertisement 

1591  Billington Rd. 

East Aurora, NY  15052 

 2nd Hand Lions finds and delivers pre-
owned vehicles! 

Available now:   
2016 Mercedes-Benz S550 4Matic V8, only 40,300 miles.  

Magnetite Black with Black leather interior. Burmeister au-
dio, loaded with options including adaptive Cruise Control.  
This beautiful elegant sedan last owned by MBCA member 
in Texas. Asking $43,500.  Extended warranty available.  
Email, text or call for more photos or to schedule a test 
drive.  

Gene Long      Call or Text: 716-912-2902   email:  genelong.2HL@gmail.com  

Advertisement 



 June 11, Benz and Coffee + Merritt Winery, see page 6 

 June 12, Wurlitzer Cruise Night, 3:30 to dusk, 908 Nia. Falls Blvd. NT, 14075 

 July 9, Benz and Coffee, 9 AM to 11 AM, see page 6 

 July 19—Car Show at Fox Run, Orchard Park* 

 August 13– Family Picnic at The Long’s West Falls* (Rain Date Aug 20) 

 September 2, German Car Show, Cheektowaga Town Park, info call 716-319-0644 

 September 10 Schlachtfest at Spring Garden, Marilla 

 September 6—10, Mercedes Grande, Indianapolis Indiana* 

Please see our Facebook page and our website Niagara.mbca.org  

for calendar information and details!  

*Watch for future announcements and details on email! 

Members of all sections and guests are always invited to Niagara Section events. 
Also, check The Star and www.mbca.org for national events listings. 

2023 CALENDAR 

Advertisement 

Monthly meetings resume September 19 


