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CALENDAR  
 

                       CLUB OFFICERS 
 

Sunday, November 6 th, BISSELL MANSION 
RESTAURANT & DINNER THEATER 

 

Saturday, December 3 rd, HOLIDAY PARTY 
GREENBRIAR COUNTRY CLUB 

 

Sunday, January 15 th, BRUNCH 
YAYA’s RESTAURANT, Chesterfield  

 
 

 
 

 

Rick Siefert, President……………….636-273-6971 
Marti Jacquemin, Vice-President…...314-822-2903 
Ann Toler, Treasurer ………………...636-391-5888 
Russ Sternberg, Newsletter Editor… 636-519-8811 
Steve Jacquemin, Pres. Emeritus…. 314-822-2903 
 
 
 

 

MERCEDES-BENZ CLUB OF AMERICA  ·   GATEWAY SECTION 
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  On Sunday, November 6th, from 2:00 to 5:00 
p.m., Gateway Section members are invited to 
see the Bissell Mansion’s most Enjoyable 
Christmas entertainment this year – their 
presentation of “It’s a Wonderful Death” , which 
is a parody of Frank Capra’s classic, “It’s A 
Wonderful Life” .  In this version, the 
cantankerous Mr. Potter is found murdered, but 
there are so many suspects in Bedford Falls, the 
culprit is difficult to find. 
 

George & Mary Bailey will introduce us to local 
residents as well as some characters who are 
strangers to this particular classic.  So take 
advantage of an opportunity NOW to join 
Gateway Members to sort out the numerous 
motives and help solve old Mr. Potter’s murder !   
 

And what is a gathering without food ??  Dinner 
will include wonderful appetizers, salad, and the 
following entrée choices: 8 oz. New York strip 
steak, Chicken Dijon, or Baked trout, all of which 
will be served with potato & vegetable, blush 
wine, beverages of coffee & iced tea, and dessert.  
 

At the time of the Newsletter mailing, there were 
still a few days remaining to finalize our 
reservations.  Please contact John or Judy 
Dorsey TODAY at 636.456.3974 for further 
details and to make your reservations. 
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  Mrs. Claus (Marti Jacquemin) and her elves are 
checking her list and marking it twice in anticipation 
of the always popular Gateway Section’s Annual 
Holiday Party.  This year’s wonderful gathering will 
be on Saturday, December 3rd at Greenbriar Hills 
Country Club, 12665 Big Bend Blvd., Kirkwood, 
Missouri.  The fun will begin with hors d’oeuvres 
and an available cash bar from 6:00 to 7:00.  
Dinner will begin at 7. 
 

This year’s menu will include your choice of either 
Beef Tenderloin or Chicken Wellington. Cost is $40 
per person. 
 

Please bring a $15 useful gift for our always fun 
and exciting “Rob Your Neighbor” game. 
 

Contact Marti at 314.822.2903 to make your 
reservations.  Checks must be received for this 
Event no later than November 28th.  They should 
be mailed to Marti Jacquemin, 1716 Folkstone 
Drive, St. Louis, Missouri 63131.   
����������������������� ��� �

*��
��,��
�	

�
�
��
�������
�
.���������

���
1��1��
*
 �

Gateway Section’s own, Rodger Van Ness, was recently 
elected Director-At-Large by the members of the 
Mercedes-Benz Club of America. 
 

The Central Region’s incumbent Regional Director, Ed 
Johnson, was also re-elected. 
 

Not only congratulations, but also thanks are extended 
to these gentlemen, as they have served the MBCA & 
our Section in a leadership position for many years. 
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 Wow, it is hard to believe that we are quickly 
approaching the end of 2005 !  It has been a 
busy, but fun and exciting year, personally for 
Patti and I.  In January, Patti had one of those 
BIG birthdays (we won’t mention the number), 
which we celebrated together in Jamaica. On 
March 10th, our first grandchild was born to our 
son, Jay, and his lovely wife, Mindy.  Chase has 
truly been the love of his Mimi and Opa’s life, as 
he is without a doubt the sweetest and happiest 
child one could ever imagine.  Of course we are 
not partial !  In May, the two of us celebrated our 
30th Anniversary, by first renewing our wedding 
vows, after which we “honeymooned” in the 
California wine country.  And in July, Patti and I, 
Jay, Mindy, Chase, and Mindy’s parents spent a 
week on Dauphin Island together.  We drove to 
New Orleans one day during the week and had a 
great time enjoying the food and “culture” that 
New Orleans is famous for.  All of us were awe-
struck by the devastation and loss that occurred 
in this City, just one month after our visit.  I am 
proud of the fact that your Gateway Officers and 
Board Members unanimously agreed to provide a 
donation to the effort required to help put this City 
back on solid ground. 
 

And what a wonderful year of fun and exciting 
Events for the Gateway Section!  Our concerted 
effort to have an Activity/Event every month of the 
year certainly came to fruition, as we hosted a 
wonderful Charity Auction for the Make-A-Wish 
Foundation, once again held our ever-popular 
Holiday Party at Greenbriar Country Club, viewed 
the beautiful array of automobiles at Hyman Ltd’s 
Classic Cars, enjoyed dinner together on the 
exquisite Lt. Robert E. Lee Riverboat, celebrated 
the Grand Opening Presentation of the incredible 
Kemp Auto Museum, which also included a 
special New Member Party, caravanned on a 
Road Trip together to the unique community of 
New Harmony, Indiana, participated in StarTech 
’05, held in Cary, North Carolina this year. This 
was the MBCA’s National Event. We also 
discovered what it takes to transform a “nice car” 
into a true concourse winner at our Detailing 
Clinic Extravaganza, held two “Ladies Day Out” 
trips, to Miss Aimee B’s and to the Patio Place 
Tea Room, once again had a major involvement 
in the St. Louis European Auto Show (this year 
raising and donating over $10,000 for the 
Shriners  Children’s  Hospital),   participated  in  a  

 road trip to Montelle Winery & dinner at Elijah 
McLean’s Restaurant in Washington, Missouri, had 
another fun & exciting Road Rally, this time to the 
Chaumette  Winery, and  recently  held  our  
Annual Fall Picnic, along with its associated Show 
‘n Shine Car Show. 
  

 I want to remind all Club Members that our Annual 
Planning Meeting will be held Wednesday, 
November 16th.  The monthly activities and events 
for next year are decided upon at this meeting.  
Your Gateway Section Officers and Board 
Members are always interested in new ideas for 
our monthly get-togethers.  Members interested in 
chairing an event or assisting in the sharing of an 
event, are welcomed and encouraged to attend 
this important Club meeting.  Please contact me, if 
you are interested in being a part of our Planning 
Team. 
 

 We look forward to seeing and hearing from each 
of you soon.     
 

Frohe Feiertage und ein Glueckliches, 
Gesundes Neues Jahr 
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  Please join the Gateway Section for our Annual 
New Year’s Brunch, on Sunday, January 15th, 
beginning at 10 a.m.  It is a great time to welcome 
each other into the New Year.   
 

Cost of the brunch, including both tax and gratuity 
has not yet been determined. Watch your e-mail or 
contact Marti at 314.822.2903 for further details 
and to make your reservations.  Checks must be 
received for this Event no later than January 9th.  
They should be mailed to Marti Jacquemin, 1716 
Folkstone Drive, St. Louis, Missouri 63131.   
��������������������������� �  �

The KEMP AUTO MUSEUM still maintains their 
“Charitable/Non-Profit”  Status. Consequently, 
they continue to accept Classic Mercedes & other 
European Cars, Parts, and Memorabilia as tax-
deductible donations. Call Bill Nelson, Museum 
Curator  at 636-537-1718. 
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“Well those boots don’t owe you a thing” was a 
reference my mom would make before some article of 
clothing was either trashed or given to Goodwill.  She 
was talking about getting her money’s worth.  We all 
want our “moneys worth”.  She would be happy to 
know that I have certainly gotten that out of a pair of 
snow boots that I bought in 1970, (rubber soles and 
tops with leather from the ankle to the calf and soft 
replaceable inner linings).  I purchased these boots 
with snow shoveling earnings from the winter of 1970, 
as a junior in high school.  Never did I imagine at that 
time that I could count on them to provide traction and 
warmth 35 years later. Now I have to admit, there has 
been some maintenance costs over the years.  I 
treated the leather uppers with some Neat’s foot oil, (a 
leather dressing suitable for baseball gloves) and I 
replaced the inner linings for five dollars a few years 
back.  I remember paying $29.95 for the boots, making 
the total investment approximately $35, including the 
maintenance costs. Well, if I take the total investment 
divided by the number of years of usage/ownership, I 
could calculate the cost per year/month/day. $35 
divided by 35 years equals a dollar per year, 8.3 cents 
per month, or $.0028 per day.  
 

  http://www.intellichoice.com, a car buying guide, cites 
“cost of ownership” as the premise of getting the most 
for your money.  It states, “Important to understanding 
value is recognizing that the price you pay to buy a 
vehicle is not the only cost involved. Although “price” 
and “cost” are related, they are two very different 
things. Price is simply how much money you must pay 
the seller to acquire a particular vehicle. As soon as 
you slip behind the wheel, turn on the stereo, drive 
home, and park your new vehicle in the driveway, you 
start to incur costs. The vehicle begins to depreciate. It 
will use fuel and require maintenance. You’ll have to 
pay insurance premiums, state fees and taxes, finance 
charges, and at some point down the road (if you own 
your vehicle longer than the manufacturer warranty 
covers it), repair bills. These are the vehicle’s 
ownership costs. When you’re looking for a good 
value, it’s prudent to consider these costs, rather than 
focus solely on the purchase price.”  

 

  Those of us that are car club people, and others as 
well, would like to beat the system and have the cost 
of ownership of a car be NOTHING. “That’s 
impossible” most would say.  Collectors talk about cars 
that they have purchased, kept for years, and have 
actually had them appreciate in value.  What’s better 
than a $0 cost of ownership?  It’s making money or 
paying yourself to own/drive it.  Where do I sign up?  
Well, the Mercedes-Benz Club of America  is a start.  
For $45 a year, you become part of a buying or owning 
service.   Club   members   are   always   interested   in  
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sharing their victories as well as defeats. So go to 
http://www.mbca.org  to sign up or to remind 
yourself of the great resource you have at your 
finger tips. The Forum has topics that include 
Technical Help, Vintage Talk, Diesel Discussions, 
Cars For Sale, Cars Wanted for Purchase, 
Members and their cars, plus enthusiast groups, 
and regional forums. Take advantage of it, 
because knowledge is power. Or is it money is 
power?  I digress. 
 

  I’ve owned my smoke silver 1987 Mercedes-
Benz 190E2.3 16-Valve with 52,000 miles for 15 
years.  I “acquired” the car for $25,000 plus 
financing, new wheels and tires, taxes, repairs, 
and maintenance, for a total of another $5000.  So 
that’s $30,000 divided by 15 or $2000/year, 
$166/month, or $5.50/day. I’ve only owned the M-
B for 15 years. That’s 20 years short of the boots. 

 

  It really is a simple premise and I would venture 
to say that my mom would agree that those boots 
don’t owe me a thing. And I’m pretty sure she’d 
say that the 16-Valve, “Don’t owe me a thing”, 
either. 
 

This article was written by 22-year Gateway Section member, Jay 
Schuessler.  Jay has been Treasurer, Newsletter Editor, Vice-
President, and President of our Section and he is one of only four 
Gateway Section members, selected as the Central Region Officer 
of the Year.  He has been selling M-B since 1982 and has been with 
Plaza Motors since 1995. 
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On Sunday, October 2nd, two great events occurred in 
St. Louis.  The St. Louis Cardinals played, and won, 
their final regular season game at Busch Stadium AND 
the Gateway Section hosted its Annual Fall Picnic.  
Over 75 members attended this year’s Event, which 
was held at Greensfelder Park’s Dogwood Shelter.   
 

Camaraderie abounded, the food and drink delicious, 
and a wonderful display of Germany’s finest 
automobiles were on display at the Annual Show ‘n 
Shine Car Show.  Club members voted for their 
favorites, with prizes being awarded to the following 
members:  3rd Place – Alan & Judy Barker for their 
1966 230 SL, 2nd Place – Rudi & Marian Reiss for their 
1979 300SD Sedan, and 1st Place – Rodger & Colleen 
Van Ness for their 1962 300d Sedan. 
 

Teofil and Renate Kheim once again prepared the 
delicious smoked bratwurst.  We also feasted on all of 
the typical picnic amenities, including German beers 
and wines.  Desserts abounded, as many of the Ladies 
brought some of their favorites.  Marion Hugh’s, often 
sought after, famous Pumpkin Cake recipe can be 
found on page 5 of this Newsletter.�
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  On Saturday, September 10th, Gateway Section 
members truly experienced the “French 
Countryside”, as David and Ceci Bartels hosted a 
wonderful Road Rally to the Chaumette Winery in 
Ste. Genevieve, Missouri.   
 

This year’s Rally departed from Plaza Frontenac, 
where, after receiving our instructional packets, we 
traveled the ‘route du vin’ on a beautiful journey 
through the countryside along the Mississippi River. 
Our final destination was the Chaumette Winery, 
where, from the dining area on the front porch, we 
had an enjoyable French Country lunch, while 
viewing the spectacular rolling hills and valleys of 
the winery’s charming vineyard. 
 

Prizes were awarded to the top three “point-getters” 
in the Road Rally.  First Place went to Kit 
Whittington and her friend, Mark, Second Place 
winners were Rick & Patti Siefert, and Third Place 
was given to Susie Neiswonger, for her spunk and 
ability to actually get quite a few of the questions 
answered correctly, while doing the entire trip by 
herself ! 
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Gateway Section member, Robert (Bob) Edmiston, 
succumbed to the effects of pancreatic cancer on 
October 12, 2005, 3 days after his 72nd birthday.  
Diagnosed in 2002, he was a 42-month survivor who 
inspired friends and family with his courage and drive 
for life. 
 

Bob & his wife, Sally, of 49 years, returned to Missouri 
in 2004 after living in Fairfax, Virginia for 20 years.  
Longtime members of the Mercedes-Benz Club of 
America, Bob and Sally joined the Gateway Section 
and immediately, not only became involved in the 
Club’s activities, but also volunteered to provide 
whatever document creation or editing services that 
the Club deemed necessary.  They unselfishly gave us 
many dedicated hours of their time, assisting with the 
typing and formatting of our Newsletter, as well as 
creating an Access program for what had previously 
been an insurmountable task of organizing and sorting 
over 15-years of data from the annual St. Louis 
European Auto Show, which has become one of the 
Club’s annual events. 
 

Bob sought no praise or  notoriety  for  his  efforts.   He  
 

  

only wanted to share his expertise with us, 
because of his love for our Club and its members.  
Bob will be sorely missed, as he was a Gentleman 
and truly a Class-Act. 
 

A Memorial Service was held for Bob at Twin 
Oaks Presbyterian Church, 1230 Big Bend Road, 
Ballwin, MO, on Friday, October 21, at 2 p.m.  In 
lieu of flowers, the family would appreciate 
donations to BJC Hospice, P.O. Box 504043, St. 
Louis, MO 63124, or Twin Oaks Presbyterian 
Church.�
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Hard Top Hoist “Fritzi Hooker”  for W-113 cars.  
Circa 1986, never used, in original box.  $139.  
Tom Heabel 636.273.4342. 
 

(2) Kleen Whls for 210 Chassis ‘96-‘02 E Class, 
brand new, in wrappers.  $30.  Russ Sternberg 
314.435.9147 or rpscms@sbcglobal.net. 
 

CLK 430 2000 98K miles, looks & runs perfect, 
original owner is selling due to purchase of 
CLK500 & another new baby.  Upgraded with 
most AMG features, including GPS navigation 
system. MSRP was $55,000. Victor Mattison 
314.276.7834 or mattison@accessus.net  for 
asking price and further information. 
 

The following cars are excess inventory at the 
Kemp Auto Museum  & are offered FOR SALE: 
 

S320 1995, Midnight Blue, Gray interior, 63K 
miles, $17,900. 
 

560 SEC Sunroof Coupe 1990 , White, Navy 
leather, body & interior perfect, 200K miles, $4900 
 

380 SEC Sunroof Coupe 1983 , Smoke, Saddle 
interior, 75K miles, $7900. 
 

300 SE 1989, sunroof, Champagne, Beige 
leather, 85K miles, $6900.  
 

Also, (5) 13” Wheels , fits pontoon, 190SL, 
Finbacks, plus others, have been blasted & 
primed, $35 each. 
 

Please call Bill Nelson at 636.537.1718. 
�������������������������������������������������������������������������������� ����
Ads will run for three consecutive newsletters. 

To re-run, ads must be resubmitted.  
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William F. Budde 
 

Norman J. Thomas, Jr. 
 

Dan Trumbo 
 

     Welcome to the St. Louis Gateway Section of the 
Mercedes-Benz Club of America. We have over 240 
members within a 200-mile radius of St. Louis and 
invite you to join us at our Club Events. 
 

     The success of our club depends on the participatio n of 
the members to our scheduled activities.  Thank you  for 
joining and we look forward to seeing you at our ne xt event . 
 

                                                The Gateway Officers   
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  The web-building efforts of Gateway Section 
member, Lonnie Karius, have finally materialized, as 
we now have our own website !  We all need to 
extend a sincere thank you to Lonnie, who has spent 
a lot of time setting this up for us.  The website 
address is www.mbca.org/gateway.  It still requires a 
lot of work and effort to get it where we want it to be, 
but we are certainly continuing to head in a positive 
direction.  
 

Eventually the site will include facts & benefits of the 
MBCA, along with specifics concerning The Gateway 
Section.  It will also include current info on upcoming 
events, photos from past events, contact info on our 
Officers and Board Members, as well as current and 
past Gateway Newsletters. 
 

If you possess web-building skills and would like to 
assist us with the completion and maintenance of the 
Gateway Section’s Website, please contact Lonnie at 
618.654.8950 or Rick at 636.273.6971. 
��������������������������� �

 

��
���9��.��.8�����8
�
 

FOR BATTER:                                     FOR TOPPING: 
6 eggs, lightly beaten                          1 (18-1/4 ounce) yellow cake mix 
2 (16-ounce) cans pumpkin                1/2 cup (1-stick) butter or margarine,  
1-1/2 cups granulated sugar                cut into small pieces 
2 tsp. ground cinnamon                      1 cup chopped pecans      
1 tsp. ground ginger                               
1/2 tsp. ground cloves                                    
1 tsp. salt                                            
1 (12-ounce) can evaporated milk          
1/2 cup whole milk  
                                                                                   

Preheat Oven to 350 degrees. 
Grease a 9-by-13 inch pan. 
In a large bowl, combine eggs, pumpkin, spices, sugar, evaporated milk, 
and whole milk.  Pour into Pan. 
  

In another bowl, stir together dry cake mix, butter and pecans.  
Mix until crumbly and spread over pumpkin mixture. 
Bake 55 to 60 minutes or until done. 
  

If you like top with whipped cream.  
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MBCA Membership Form 
Please print clearly 
 
 
Full name 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
Associate member (spouse or dependent) 
 
_________________________________________________________   
Address 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
City                                 State                        Zip 
 
(_____)________________(_____)_____________________ 

Home Phone                          Business Phone 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
Occupation                            E-mail address 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
Mercedes-Benz cars now owned (Model/Year) 
 
 
[] New Member  [] Renewing Member  (check one) 
 
If renewing, Member Number__________________________ 
 
 
Interests   [] Driving Events    [] Car Shows 
                 [] Social Events       [] Car Care 
                 [] Technical             [] The Star 
 
Please enroll me as a MBCA Member for: 
[] 1 Year  ($45)    [] 2 Years ($87)    [] 3 Years ($127) 
 
Make check payable to MBCA; Visa, MasterCard, 
Discover and American Express also accepted. 
If using a credit card, please complete the following 
 
[] Visa         [] MasterCard 
[] Discover  [] American Express    _______________ 
                                                              Expiration Date 
 
 
__________________________________________________________ 
Account Number 
 
__________________________________________________________ 
Applicant’s Signature 
 
Gateway Section____________________________  
Applicants Section Preference          Sponsor’s Member # 
 
Annual membership dues include six issues of The Star. 
 
Phone:   800/637-2360 8 AM to 5 PM M-F (Mountain) 
Mail:     MBCA, 1907 Lelaray St., Colorado Springs,  
              CO. 80909     
Web:     www.mbca.org   



ST. LOUIS GATEWAY SECTION 
15372 OAKTREE ESTATES DRIVE 
CHESTERFIELD, MO. 63017-5439 
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